
A group of 12 and 13 year old students from Tanner’s Crossing School can now 
say that they’ve created a working vehicle. For the past two years, a group of 
grade seven and eight students at TCS, with the help of their principal Mr. 
Sheppard, completely restored a 1970 XS650 Café Racer. 

The group came together at the start of the 2012 school year, calling 
themselves the Kids Café. While working on the bike, they maintained a 
blog, keeping readers up with their weekly tasks through articles and photos, 
and updated us on any support they received. One donation was from the 
Minnedosa and District Foundation for $2,000. We were very pleased to help 
them get going, and watch the project unfold over the next two years. 

The amount of work these students have done for this project is astounding. 
They’ve done anything from working with small parts doing tedious tasks, 
to working with large drills. They unpacked bike parts from their generous 
supporters, grinded down parts of the bike, and eventually disassembled and 
reassembled it. 

“What I enjoyed the most was learning about the component parts of a 
motorcycle, and working with the tools,” says TCS student Nolan Bailey. 

Concurring, fellow Kid’s Cafe member Curtis Stevenson says, “I really just 
liked the hands-on aspect.”

Along with the extensive technical skills they 
learned, the students learned about responsibility, 
generosity and determination. Principal James 
Sheppard thanks the community for allowing 
students this opportunity. 

“I simply cannot emphasize enough the 
support of the Minnedosa community.  The 
Foundation’s donation has basically guaranteed 
the sustainability of this project beyond the first year, and the local residents 
who bought tickets for the raffle, and businesses who donated time, parts, and 
services were a huge help.”

The project came to a close on June 6, 2014 as the smiling 2013/2014 Kid’s 
Café team unveiled their finished product to their peers and friends. The group 

sold 500 raffle tickets for the Café Racer, making 
$5,000 to go toward their next project. The winner of 
the bike was Andrew Barbour of Winnipeg, MB.

Not a Sit-Down-and-Relax Cafe

TCS Kids Cafe Blog: tcskidscafe.blogspot.ca
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  Give Me the Numbers
1974
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$15,604.26
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Foundation was 
established

grant money 
given in the last 5 
years

the first donation 
from the estate of 
Adam Crossley

Melanie Lee Lockhart 



The Minnedosa Foundation has always found it important to support 
local sport. In 2012 and 2013, more specifically, they did this with 
over $60,000 worth of grants in total to the Minnedosa Regional 
Events Centre, Minnedosa Minor Soccer, and Minnedosa Minor 
Baseball. 

Minnedosa Minor Baseball has been putting their Foundation grants 
toward an expansion. At the end of summer, they finished phase 
one of their three part plan, completing one diamond at the baseball 
grounds. They unveiled this diamond on Septemer 12 with a ribbon 
cutting and a novice boys exhibition game. Phase two, creating a 

bantam diamond is now underway. The Minor Baseball Association 
hopes that it will be fenced, seeded, and there will be irrigation 
installed before winter. They plan to begin phase three next year, 
renovating their existing midget and senior diamond, which the 
Minnedosa Mavericks will play on. 

Minnedosa Minor Baseball registers about 75 kids from Minnedosa 
and area each spring. With the addition of these new diamonds, 
the Minor Baseball Association hopes to be able to hold more 
tournaments into the summer. With Neepawa, they hope to host the 
Manitoba AAA Midget and Novice Provincials in 2015. 

Sparkling New Diamonds
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The Minnedosa Drama Club put on their first production in 2013.  
President of the drama club, Lorraine Russell said that she and the 
executive were keen to bring arts into the community.

“A good chunk of our casts haven’t been on stage,” says Russell. 
The club wants people to get involved even if they haven’t acted. 
“We want to give people the opportunity to try their wings on stage, 
and we want to nurture new members.”

For their inaugural production in 2013, they performed a comedy, 
Sin, Sex, and CIA, and in the spring they had a more informal 
production, which was a series of sketches — some that were 
written by people in the club. 
They plan to do this same sort of rotation each year going forward — 
a comedy in the fall, and a sketch comedy series in the spring. 

We at the Foundation were happy to contribute a $1500 grant to 

their first year, which went toward their hall rental. This year, we 
granted them $5000, which Russell says will go toward buying 
stage lights for them and the Expressions Concerts. 

Check out their fall production of Charley’s Aunt on November 27, 
28, and 29 at the Minnedosa Community Conference Centre.  

The cast of the 2014 production, Charley’s Aunt

Drama in Minnedosa



Verna Averill 
Scholarship  
Recipients  

2013 & 2014

Megan is attending the University 
of Saskatchewan, taking a full 
course load of the pre-requisites 
to get into the college of 
education. When she graduates, 
she wants to teach elementary 
grades, preferably kindergarten. 
The Verna Averill scholarship 
is helping her pay for all of the 
books that are needed in her 
classes. 

Where are they now?

Hayley is in her second year of 
the B.A./B.Ed. 5-Year Integrated 
Program at Brandon University. 
Last year she completed the 
first year of her arts degree and 
this year she will be taking 
education courses. She is very 
excited to head out on her first 
student teaching placement in 
October. Upon graduation she 
hopes to teach middle years. The 
scholarship has provided her the 
opportunity to focus completely 
on her studies and not have to 
worry about working part time 
while pursuing her education. 

In 2010, the Minnedosa and District Foundation 
received over a million dollars from the estate 
of Verna Averill, a local woman who always had 
an interest in community services and educa-

Megan Treloar receiving the 2014 Verna Averill 
Scholarship from board member Maxine Laws.

Hayley Surovy receiving the 2013 Verna Averill 
Scholarship from board member Maxine Laws.

I am in my fifth year of acheiving academic 
success on my path to becoming a high 
school teacher. I graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts (Honours) in 2014, winning the 
Gold and Silver Medals in English, and am 
now working on my Bachelor of Education 
Degree at Brandon University. Receiving 
support of the Minnedosa Foundation 
allowed me more time to pursue my studies, 
and dedicate many hours to performing 
in the theatre. After graduation I hope to 
teach ELA and Theatre, and to continue 
performing onstage around Westman. 

I received the Verna Averill Scholarship in 2012. 
I’m in my third year at the University of Calgary, 
hoping to graduate from Science or Kinesiology. I’ve 
also had the privilege to play on the Varsity Women’s 
Rugby team. 
The Verna Averill scholarship paid for some of my 
first semester tuition fees, as I wasn’t eligible for a 
varsity athletic scholarship until my second year. 
Every summer I return to Minnedosa to work, and to 
coach soccer and play rugby. 
I will finish my undergrad degree in Calgary, and 
possibly move back to Winnipeg to complete my 
education degree. After this, I’d like to look for a 
teaching job in the Minnedosa area.

Dylan Woodcock Breanne Morgan
I received the Verna Averill Scholarship 
in 2011. Igraduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in physical education in 2014 
at Brandon University. Now I’m in the 
education program, in my first placement 
at Erickson Collegiate.

I will graduate from education in 2016. I 
hope to get my Masters in Education and 
continue my professional development 
throughout my career. 
The Verna Averill Scholarship helped me 
fund my education and  it freed up time 
for me to focus on my studies, as well as 
offset textbook costs. 

Amanda Demontigny
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tion, having been a student and teacher in 
Minnedosa and surrounding area for years.  
In her name, we have been able to establish 
an annual scholarship of $2000.00, given to 

an M.C.I. grad who is entering the Faculty of Education, 
or has expressed intent to become a teacher. We caught up 
with the first three Verna Averill Scholarship recipients. 



Donate November 15 — National Philanthropy Day
Donate through the Endow Manitoba Website and for every  
$5 donation, the Winnipeg Foundation will add $1. 
Go to endowmanitoba.ca and to the Minnedosa Foundation’s page   
on November 15 and have your donation increased by 20%. 

The Shawn Cooper Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by 
the Cooper family in August 2014, one month after Shawn’s tragic 
death. At the age of 25, Shawn was struck by a vehicle while walking 
home with his sister after the final Rockin’ The Fields concert.

Shawn graduated from Minnedosa Collegiate Institute in 2007, and 
was entering his second and final year at Red River College, studying 
Aviation Aircraft Maintenance Engineering.  

He enjoyed hunting and fishing, wood-working and taxidermy, 
and had a keen interest in antiques, coin-collecting, and hockey 
memorabilia.  Shawn was a kind and gentle soul, and is sadly missed 
by his parents Dave & Cheryl and his sister Jennifer.

The Shawn Cooper Memorial Scholarship Fund is an open Fund, 
where ongoing contributions will be accepted. A scholarship will 
be awarded annually to a graduating MCI student in his name. The 
details of this Scholarship will be made public at a later date.

The Minnedosa District Museum and Heritage Village Fund 
was established during the summer of 2014.

You can now make charitable and “In Memorial” donations 
directly to this Fund, and receive a charitable donations 
receipt. These gifts will generate funds to be used only for, 
and at the discretion of, the Minnedosa District Museum 
and Heritage Village Board. Board Member Susan Proven 
generously contributed the initial donation to ths Fund.

2013’s grant of $2,000 went toward staining the octagon 
building, pictured below. This year’s $3,000 will go the 
purchase and installation of new window coverings for the log 
house, church, and school.
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Link will be provided on Facebook. 

Shawn Cooper Memorial Fund Minnedosa Heritage 
Village and Museum Fund

2013/2014 Grant Recipients

Band Parent Association
Royal Canadian Sea Cadets
Rolling River Festival of the Arts
Rockin The Fields
Minnedosa Centurians
Minnedosa EMS
Minnedosa Horticultural Society
Minnedosa Regional Library
Minnedosa Drama Club 
Canadian Diabetic Association
Minnedosa Performing Arts/ Expressions
Minnedosa Youth Soccer
Minnedosa Museum & Heritage Village
Minnedosa Recreation Commission
MREC
Minnedosa Koats for Kids
Minnedosa Minor Baseball
Minnedosa River’s Edge Rec Park
Monday Night Gym Night
Minnedosa Fun Fest
Minnedosa Personal Care Home Patio
Minnedosa Archives
Minnedosa Communities in Bloom
Heart and Stroke Foundation
STARS
Minnedosa Palliative Care Committee
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Donate with a Donation Envelope:
Contact a Minnedosa and District Foundation Board 
Member for a donation envelope:

 • Bruce McNabb
 • Jean Garbolinksy
 • Maxine Laws
 • Pat Skatch
 • Donna Dillabough
 • Bjarni Walterson
 • Wilma Jones
 • Harvey Wedgewood

Click our website link to Endow Maniotba on our 
Facebook
or  
Go to endowmanitoba.ca and find the Minnedosa and 
District Foundation

Go to Minnedosa Insurance
or

Donate Online:

Go to the Minnedosa Library. A Minnedosa Foundation representative will  
be there on November 15 to assist those who want to donate. 

Option
1

Option
2


